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Chemical analysis of glass beads excavated from
Tokachibuto Wakatsuki Site in Urahoro Town, Hokkaido
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Many glass beads were found at archaeological sites in Hokkaido. We performed chemical
analysis of glass beads in Hokkaido by using scanning electron microscope (SEM) with energy
dispersive X-ray spectrometry (EDX) at Hakodate National College of Technology. According to
the data, we try to infer the production district and the route of circulation.

In the collection of the Urahoro Town Museum, there are 11 glass beads discovered at
Tokachibuto Wakatsuki site in Urahoro town, Hokkaido. These beads belong to Epi-Jyomon
culture, especially Kohoku C1 stage. One piece of glass beads is dark blue and other pieces are
sky blue. The result of chemical analysis of the glass beads shows these are made of kali-glass.

We conclude these were brought in Hokkaido from Honshu Island.
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