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Ant-eating brown bears in Urahoro, eastern Hokkaido, Japan

INMRERE'Y. REEEM
DEIRE S TRESR. 2 LBEARKERER. © BAKEEMERRSFH

£

v 7 (Ursus arctos) (2 &5 7 VHOMEIZOWTHRZHEL 2012, bl EHE. IR
BBV T2003EICME SN 7~ 0, RORAR, B X OREREEAOFNFICESL TWw
T VHEHIZOWT, fEFCHE L. ZOE. 22T H 4+ 7Y (Canponotus obscuripes)
FARAXT XY =T ) (Formica truncorum) N 27 7)) (Lasius hayashi). S ¥ A Q7 70)
(Z. japonicus) 7 A A0 7)) (L umbratus) (LlEY=7VJHE) &, Y= 7547
(Aphaenogaster japonica) 77 7 T ) (Myrmica kotokw) (VLE7% 727 )HE) OFf
QHEASETHESB L7z, e 7 ~id, AL CAFTELHEZES L THREL TnD Z LR
N7z,

Abstract
As part of a human-bear conflict management program in Urahoro, eastern Hokkaido, Japan,
in 2003, ants from bear scats and the feeding marks of ant nests, and stomach contents of dead
brown bears were examined. The following seven species of ants were identified: Cazponotus
obscuripes, Formica truncorum, Lasius hayashi L. japonicus, and L. wnbratus belonging to
Formicinae, and Aplaenogaster japonica and Myrmica kotokur belonging to Myrmicinae. The
abundance, habitat, nest site, size, and digestibility of Formicidae in Urahoro are the possible

reasons why bears prefer ants as food.
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Fig2. Feeding mark of an ant nest foraged by brown bears (ID. 7). Photograph
dated July 27, 2003.

Tablel. Identification of ant species from bear scats and the feeding marks of ant nests, and stomach contents of dead brown bears in

Urahoro, eastern Hokkaido, Japan, in 2003

1D. Date Source Ant species

1 June 22 FM Lasius japonicus

2 June 23 SC L. umbratus

3 June 23 SC L. japonicus, L. hayasthi L. umbratus
4 July 5 FM Aphaenogaster japonica

5 July 5 FM L. japonicus

6 July 19 SC L. japonicus

7 July 19 FM Camponotus obscuripes

8 July 19 SC Formica truncorum, L. umbratus

9 July 27 FM L. japonicus

10 July 27 SK Camponotus obscuripes, L. japonicus, L. umbratus
11 August 5 SC L. hayashr

12 August 7 SC L. japonicus, Myrmica kotokur

13 August 17 FM L. japonicus

14 August 27 FM M kotokur

15 August 27 FM M kotokur

16 September 21 SK M kotokur

Total 2 subfamilies, 5 genera, 7 species

SC: scat, FM: feeding mark of ant nest, SK: stomach contents of dead brown bears
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